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Knoxdale Community School Council (KCSC) 
Meeting Minutes - DRAFT 

December 2, 2014 

Please visit our website at www.knoxdaleps.ocdsb.ca
 Please contact the KCSC at knoxdalecouncil@gmail.com 

Chair: Heather Gordon 
Vice-Chair: Stephanie Denison 
Secretary: Karyn Curtis 
Treasurer:Peter Goold 
OCASC Rep: Geoff Pearce  
Attendees: Karyn Curtis, Peter Goold, Heather Gordon, Jean-Paul Larochette, Andrew Bell, 
Heather McDonald, Robin Wright, Melanie Haskins, Torie Del Grosso, Sarah McCloy, Andrea 
Williams, Caretta Williams-De Aveiro, Stephanie Denison, Kate Parry, Beth Williamson, Albert 
Cheung, Emre Daglik, Megan Sproule-Jones, Stephanie Denison 

Call to Order – Heather Gordon 
Heather called the meeting to order and welcomed the participants. 

Review of voting procedures and slate update – Melanie Haskins 
Melanie gave a tutorial on voting procedures, indicating that votes must have a motion and a 
second, followed by a vote and an indication that the motion has passed, if it has done so. A  
few changes have taken place in the slate, which has been updated, and will be available on the 
Council site. Motion to approve: Kate Parry; seconded: Stephanie Denison. Motion passed. 

Chair’s Report – Heather Gordon 
Heather has spoken with our school trustee, Donna Blackburn, and would like to invite her to 
meet with Council. As Board meetings fall on the same day as Council meetings, it was 
proposed that we move an upcoming Council meeting to an alternative day, likely in February or 
March.  

We have a few vacant positions that need Coordinators, including the Family Fun Picnic, Grade 
6 Hand Wall Painting, and QSP magazine sales. The picnic is a larger venture and would work 
well with a committee organizing it, rather than one person. Andrea will include this information 
in her next communiqué. 

Coordinators are asked to submit their notes and relevant documents to Kate Parry, who will put 
them all in an electronic dropbox to serve as a repository of useful information for future 
Coordinators. If they only exist in hard copy, they can be scanned. The goal is to ensure that 
new Coordinators have good information on how to go about their tasks. 

The play structure subcommittee will be meeting on December 10. If you are interested in 
participating on this subcommittee, please email Council. 

The Tina Daniels presentation was very good. 

Council presented a cheque for $1,800 to our Kids Helping Kids school, Pinecrest. As well, 
Movie Night raised $300, which will also be donated to Kids Helping Kids. 
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Principal’s Report – Andrea Williams 
Andrea presented the following report: 
Progress reports went home on November 13, followed by Parent Consultations on the  20th  
and  21st .  Feedback from these sessions was favourable from both teachers and parents.  We 
continue to welcome input.   

 
Staffing updates - Jean-Guy Charette has extended his leave at this time. We were very 
fortunate to have Richard Chauvin with us over the past few months. However, as a retired 
teacher, he has exhausted the days he could be with us. We welcome Francis Guay-Montserrat 
to the Knoxdale team. We have ensured that Richard and Francis have had time to work 
together to ensure a smooth transition for our students. Francis is well known to many of our 
Eagles as he has been a guest teacher in our school over the last few months. We wish Marilyn 
Whitwill well as she will be on a leave for a few weeks. 

 
Home and School Communications - Working in conjunction with School Council, we are going 
to undertake a new way of communicating in an effort to communicate more frequently than 
simply through newsletters. We will start this month sending out emails to all parents (through 
Synreemail) every second Friday. We are also cognizant of not causing email fatigue. We 
welcome your feedback as we get this underway. During the months where we would regularly 
have a school newsletter, it will be attached to the email along with the calendars. We hope this 
will be an effective way to communicate information from both School and School Council in a 
more efficient way. 

 
Request for Feedback - A parent has expressed interest in having the Lice Squad come to the 
school to do a school-wide check. The cost is $2 per student. In the past, four years ago, we 
had volunteers conducting the check. A reminder for parents to check frequently, how to check, 
etc., will be sent home in the next communication. I welcome your feedback on this idea. 
 
School Learning Plan - Our school learning plan is well underway as we wrap up our first phase 
(first units) by the end of December/first week in January. We are currently building our 
electronic portfolio to capture evidence, to serve as a feedback tool and to generate further 
discussion in January. We were thrilled to host Garfield Gini-Newman last week at Knoxdale. All 
staff were released on November 28th to spend a half day with him in support of our School 
Learning Plan.  
 
District Review - Our school district review is scheduled for February 11, 2015. We are looking 
forward to welcoming the team and receiving their feedback. As a staff, we have started the 
conversation around some of the core questions that the team will be posing and a collection of 
our own data in support of the School Effectiveness Framework. We also want to capture our 
parents’ voice and we will have a method to do so at our February meeting. 

 
Bullying Prevention and Implementation Plan - Thank you to Caretta for taking the lead on the 
Bullying Prevention and Implementation Plan. In creation of this plan, we look at multiple 
indicators/sources of evidence including the Tell Them From Me survey results to inform our 
plan. The plan will be posted on our school website. 

 
Proposed Bell Changes for the 2015-2016 school year - An email was sent out to all parents 
last week with the opportunity to have input around proposed bell time changes at Knoxdale. 
The proposed change is from an 8:15 am start to an 8:00 am start. This will be brought to the 
board in the new year. 
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Every School, Every Voice - We are looking for your input! All parents received an email last 
week from the District inviting you to provide input into the future priorities of the District. The 
survey is anonymous, however, it is linked to a school. Therefore, we will receive data related to 
input from all stakeholders at Knoxdale PS . This will also be valuable information for our school 
community. If you did not receive an email inviting you to participate, you can participate by 
going to the district website and following the links EverySchool_EveryVoice. Please take a few 
minutes to share your thoughts. 
 
2015-2016 registrations dates have been released. 
 
Kindergarten Registration Period Monday, January 26 to Friday, January 30, 2015 
Elementary Student Transfer Application Period Monday, February 9  to Friday, February 20, 2015 
Middle French Immersion Registration Period Tuesday, February 17 to Monday, February 23, 2015 

 
We do not meet again until February 3, 2015. First term reports will be going into envelopes and 
will be sent home on Wednesday, February 4.  The PA day on Friday, January 16, is dedicated 
to Report Card development.   

 
THANK YOU!!!!! Teachers wish to extend a huge thank you to all the parents who provided a 
lovely “Souper” break this evening. It was a perfect treat for our staff meeting.  We think our 
parents are pretty “Souper” too!! ☺ 

 
On behalf on the entire Knoxdale Family, we would like to thank all parents for your support and 
everything you to do contribute to our school community. We would like to wish everyone a safe 
and happy holiday season! 

 

 
 
Vice-Principal’s Report – Caretta Williams-DeAveira 
Under Bill 13, the Accepting Schools Act, all schools must have a Bullying Prevention and 
Intervention Plan in place, which is submitted to the Board. Knoxdale’s plan is being developed 
by a group comprising a parent representative, teacher representative, EA and community 
representative. 
 
The Tell Them From Me survey results will also be used to inform this plan. Knoxdale scored 
very highly on the survey, which speaks to the wellbeing of our students. The survey revealed 
quite useful information about Knoxdale, including the fact that we have very strong parent 
advocates, and our students like reading, doing homework (no, really!) and engaging in intense 
physical activity. No one area stood out as needing extra attention or intervention. 
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As part of our training we emphasize character education, conscious discipline (empowering 
kids to use words to resolve conflicts), the WITS program (Walk away, Ignore, Talk and tell the 
offending person to Stop, and Seek help), intervention (e.g., addressing the behavior, safety 
plans, assemblies), communication and outreach strategies (e.g., Junior Achievement, parent 
conferences), and monitoring and review (e.g., school-based team meetings to develop a 
strategy to help a child or situation.) 
 
Approval of November Minutes – Heather Gordon  
The November minutes were passed. Motion to approve: Torie Del Grosso, seconded: Heather 
Gordon.  
 
Teacher’s Report  – Sarah McCloy 
The Famsac and Snowsuit fund programs are underway and will run until December 12. Please 
send in any gently used winter clothing, non-perishable food items, and monetary donations.  
 
A Litterless lunch campaign will start in January, with students learning how to make litterless 
lunches, recycle, and generally be environmentally aware. 
 
The Knoxdale newspaper is up and running! We have had huge interest in this venture, with 
over 60 Grade 5 and 6 students joining. They are very keen and have some great ideas. The 
first issue is expected to go out just before or just after the holiday break. 
 
The 67s Game  Day was a very popular event, described by “awesome” students and teachers 
who attended. The kids had a lot of fun, and were very polite and well-behaved. Go Knoxdale! 
 
Book Fair was very successful, with M. Corbett’s Grade 6 class working diligently on promotion, 
accounting, selling and generally being helpful.  
 
Bordenball, which saw great participation, is just finishing. Volleyball will start in January, as will 
Grade 6 hockey. 
 
There will be a Holiday Singalong on December 19 at two assemblies (8:30 and 11:00). This is 
also pyjama day. The Glee Club will be performing at both assemblies. Parents are always 
welcome, though space is rather limited.   
 
Treasurer’s Report – Peter Goold 
	  
	   	  
Register	  Balance	   30,190.89$	  	  
Outstanding	  Items	   -‐$	  	  
Total	  Pending	  Expenses	   -‐$	  	  
Working	  Balance	   30,190.89$	  	  
Budget	  Items	  
Expenses	  	   Estimate	   Actual	  
KPS	  Grant	   (12,000.00)$	  	   12,000.00$	  	  
Leaving	  Fund	   (1,100.00)$	  	   -‐$	  	  
Trend	  Arlington	  Donation	   (200.00)$	  	   -‐$	  	  
Hot	  Chocolate	  Day	   (150.00)$	  	   -‐$	  	  
Supplies	   (100.00)$	  	   -‐$	  	  
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OCASC	  Membership	   (35.00)$	  	   35.00$	  	  
Bank	  Fees	   (100.00)$	  	   38.00$	  	  
School	  in	  Need	   (1,800.00)$	  	   1,800.00$	  	  
Reserve	   (2,000.00)$	  	   2,000.00$	  	  
Expense	  Total	   (17,485.00)$	  	   15,873.00$	  	  
Revenue	   2013	   2,014.00$	  	  
Bake	  Sale	   3,040.00$	  	   2,624.85$	  	  
Family	  Fun	  Dance	   455.05$	  	   1,133.44$	  	  
Book	  Fair	   1,351.75$	  	   1,000.75$	  	  
Movie	  Night	   245.85$	  	   -‐$	  	  
Pizza	   3,452.00$	  	   -‐$	  	  
QSP	   256.41$	  	   -‐$	  	  
Subway	   1,467.00$	  	   -‐$	  	  
Entertainment	  Books	   3,560.99$	  	   5,145.00$	  	  
OCDSB	  Grant	   500.00$	  	   -‐$	  	  
Mummy's	  Yummys	   1,596.20$	  	   -‐$	  	  
Lunch	  Lady	   1,202.60$	  	   654.85$	  	  
Family	  Picnic	   556.58$	  	   -‐$	  	  
17,684.43$	  	   10,558.89$	  	  
Peter has spoken about the possibility of online ordering with Subway and Mr. Mozzarella, who 
are considering the initiative. 
 
OCASC Report – Geoff Pearce 
There was no OCASC report as Geoff was absent. 
  
Movie Night – Heather Gordon 
Movie night was a big hit, with lots of children and many very helpful parents attending our 
showing of How to Train Your Dragon 2. The online ordering system worked well. The next 
Knoxdale Movie Night will be on Thursday, February 12, 2015, the night before the PA Day.  
 
As Heather has since signed on as Council Chair, we will need another co-Coordinator for 
Movie Night. Heather will continue to be involved. If you are interested in coordinating this fun 
event, please email Council. 
  
Book Fair – Jean-Paul Larochette 
Book Fair went very well and was quite well-attended. We had lots of excellent new and 
returning volunteers, which helped ensure it ran smoothly. We received fewer books this year, 
though we still made $1,075. Council approved the expense of $40 for a pizza party for M. 
Corbett's Grade 6 class, who worked so hard and were instrumental in the success. Motion to 
approve: Jean-Paul Larochette; seconded: Heather Gordon.  
 
As well, Andrea will be sending a Friday bi-weekly email to parents, which will include Council 
information, upcoming activities and presentations and other information of note. 
 
Hot Chocolate Day – Beth Williamson 
Heather, along with Robin Wright and Heather McDonald, are organizing the ever-popular Hot 
Chocolate Day, which will be held on December 19. Suzanne, the previous Coordinator, has 
given them useful information on how to proceed. Motion approved for a $175 float. Motion to 
approve: Peter Goold; seconded: Heather Gordon 
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Communications – Heather Gordon 
Council members are asked to send anything to be included in Andrea’s bi-weekly email to 
Heather and Stephanie, who will channel the information to Andrea. Andrea will need the 
information on Wednesday, for email out on Friday. Knox Notes will continue to be sent out, 
likely late fall and late spring. 
 
QSP Magazine Sales – Kate Parry 
We no longer have a Coordinator for QSP magazine sales, and would like to fill this position. 
Andrea will raise this in her next communiqué.  
 
Open Forum 
Jean-Paul asked when the Council board will be put up. Andrea will check with our board-
mounting folks. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:32 
 
Next meeting to be held on Tuesday, February 3, 2015, @ 7:00 p.m. in the Knoxdale Library. 
All are welcome! 
 
Happy Holidays! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


